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SECTION A – READING
Ques on 1.
Read the passage given below and answer the ques ons which follow:
(1) Suspense was over when my high school results ﬁnally came out. But I was upset. I
hadn't done as well as I had expected. My father tried to console me.“Why are you
worried ? You have done very well, my dear.” “No, I haven't, Baba,” I protested,
controlling my tears, and wondering if I had disappointed him. “It doesn't really
ma er,” he assured me. “Do you know what I got when I ﬁnished high school ?” I
looked into Baba's face and waited for the answer to his own ques on.
“You know,” he told me. “I've never told you this. I got just a third division. But, look
at me, I've done quite well.” Baba got a third division! I was almost in shock, but the
thought of my having done a lot be er than that made me realize that I had no
reason to complain. I certainly felt be er! “Everything is under control!” said Baba,
smiling. That was his favorite phrase. Posted in Kolkata, my father was then a senior
oﬃcial in the Indian Railway Service, and an expert in goods traﬃc opera ons. He
was soon to become a director with the Railway Board. By the me he re red in
1981, he was general manager of the Central Railways. By the me Baba passed
away in November 2000, his name had found place in several hearts as well. He was
open, easy to know, and full of life. We were extremely close, but I had so much
more to learn about him from many things I came to know a er his death.
(2) In September 2000, he was in hospital for treatment of cancer and given just two
months to live. When he found out, his reac on was an extremely ra onal one. He
asked me to fetch ﬁles from his cupboard, so that he could explain the details of my
mother's pension. He also dictated his will from his hospital bed. “Everything is
under control!” A er Baba's death, Sa sh, our old family retainer, was inconsolable.
We tried to cheer him up. “Your Baba had scolded me only once in all these years !”
he cried. Sa sh pointed to the watch on his le hand. “I had been coming late for
work and everyone in the family was complaining about it,” said Sa sh. “Then, one
day, your Baba gave me this watch and told me, 'now that you have a watch, you
can't be late.'” That was the scolding Sa sh received. On the fourth day a er Baba's
death, my sister and I had to perform a ceremony. Since several rela ves were
expected, we decided to order lunch from a caterer in our locality, reputed for his
home cooked food. But, when we went to pay the owner, we got a surprise. He
refused to accept any money ! “When I wanted to start my catering business, it was
your father who lent me money,” he told us. It seems Baba never asked for it back.
Now, a er four or ﬁve years, the caterer wanted to repay that debt. Of course, we
made him accept the full payment for the ﬁne food and service. 'It was Baba's gi
and it ought to remain so,' I told him.

(3) Some days later, there was yet another piece of informa on as we were preparing
for the main ceremony. Vikram, my brother drove me to the local market. On
recognizing our car, the parking assistant, in his twen es, came running towards us
and asked why he had not seen its owner for long. We had to break the news to him
and to our u er surprise, he started crying. We were really surprised by this
reac on from a stranger – un l the man told us that Baba used to pay his daughter's
school fees and buy her books. It seems, it was on my father's advice that he'd even
started sending the child to school. More than three years a er Baba's death, as we
were looking into Baba's personal things, we came across an old ﬁle with Baba's
cer ﬁcates and I found among them, his high school diploma from 1937, the one
he'd told me about 30 years earlier, about the third division that had made no
diﬀerence in his life or career. It had made me see beyond mere marks and ﬁrst
classes as the main road to success. But there was one more fact. Baba had actually
got a ﬁrst division, a rare achievement in his day. Today, years a er his passing, when
I think of Baba, I see a man who was able to sympathies with others so easily and
touch their lives in such a special way.
(1) On the basis of your understanding of the passage answer the following ques ons
by choosing the most appropriate op ons :
1x4 = 4 Marks
(a) Why was the narrator in tears when her school results came out?
(i) She did be er than she expected.
(ii) She did not do as expected.
(iii) Her Baba had not done well.
(iv) Her Baba had done be er than her.
(b) On knowing the result, how did the narrator's father react?
(i) He scolded her.
(ii) He beat her.
(iii) He consoled her.
(iv) He made fun of her.
(c) Why did the narrator say that she had nothing to complain?
(i) She had done be er than her father.
(ii) She had done as well as her father.
(iii) She had topped in her school.
(iv) She had not worked hard at all.
(d) Choose the op on that is not correct:
(i) Baba was a senior oﬃcial in the Indian Railway Service.
(ii) Baba was to become a director with the Railway Board.
(iii) Baba was the general manager of the Central Railways.
(iv) Baba had got a third division in high school.
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(2) Answer the following:
1×6 = 6 Marks
(a) Why did the narrator's sick father want her to fetch ﬁles from his cupboard?
(b) Why did Baba buy Sa sh a watch?
(c) Why did the caterer not want to take money from the narrator?
(d) Why were the narrator and her brother surprised on mee ng the parking
assistant?
(e) Today years a er his passing away what has the narrator realized about her
Baba?
(f) What was the story that Baba had invented on the day the narrator's results
were published?
(3) Find words from the passage that mean the same as the following:
(a) tension / anxiety (para 1)
(b) servant (para 2)

2 Marks

Ques on 2. Read the passage given below and answer the ques ons that follow:
Although stupidity is commonly deﬁned as 'a lack of normal intelligence', stupid
behavior is not the behavior of a person lacking in intelligence but the behavior of a
person not using good judgment or sense. In fact, stupidity comes from the La n
word that means 'senseless'. Therefore, stupidity can be deﬁned as the behavior
of a person of normal intelligence who acts in a par cular situa on as if he or she
isn't very bright. Stupidity exists at three levels of seriousness.
First is the simple, rela vely harmless level. Behavior at this level is o en amusing. It is
humorous when someone places the food from a fast food restaurant on the roof of
the car while unlocking the door and then drives away with the food s ll on the roof.
We call this absent-minded. The person's good sense or intelligence was temporarily
absent. At this level, other than passing inconvenience or embarrassment, no one is
injured by the stupid behavior.
The next type-serious stupidity - is more dangerous. Prac cal jokes such as pu ng
sugar in the salt shakers are at this level. The inten on is humorous, but there is a
chance of harm. Irresponsible advice given to others is also serious stupidity. An
example is the person who plays psychiatrist on the basis of an introductory
psychology course or doing a TV program on psychiatry. The inten on may be to
help, but if the vic m really needs psychiatric help an amateur will only worsen the
situa on.
Even worse is the third kind of stupidity. Kind people, who would never injure another
living being, stupidly throw away a box of six-week-old ki ens along a country road.
Lacking the heart to kill the poor things, they sentence them to almost certain death

from wild animals, infec ons exposure or the wheels of a passing vehicle. Yet they are
able to tell themselves that they will ﬁnd nice homes' or 'animals can get along in the
wild'. Another example of this kind of stupidity is the successful local businessman
who tries to have as many oﬃce aﬀairs as he can get away with. He risks the loss of his
business and his home. He fails to see that what he is doing is wrong. His is the true
moral stupidity of a person not willing to think about the results of his ac ons or take
responsibility for them. The common defence of a person guilty of stupidity is – 'But I
didn't think---'This, however, is an inadequate excuse, especially when serious or
harmful stupidity is involved.
Ques on
(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using headings
and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbrevia ons, wherever necessary.
5 Marks
(b) Write a summary of the passage in not more than 80 words using the notes made
and also suggest a suitable tle.
3 Marks
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SECTION B - WRITING
Ques on 3.
5 Marks
You have re red from a bank a er 30 years of service and are looking for a job. Dra an
adver sement in about 50 words for the situa on wanted column of a local daily giving
your qualiﬁca ons, experience and the kind of job expected. You are Sunil/Sita, 4, Bank
Enclave, Delhi.
OR
Design a poster in about 50 words to create awareness among the people of your city on
the importance of following traﬃc rules.
Ques on 4.
10 Marks
You are Arun / Ar 12, Raja Road, Kanpur. You had ordered Ram Book Depot, 4 Mall
Road, Delhi for the supply of two books. You wanted to give them as a gi to a friend of
yours. On receiving them you were disappointed to ﬁnd that the books were damaged.
Write a complaint le er in 120-150 words to the Manager, about your problem.
OR
You are interested in doing a course in fashion design. For this you want to join NIFT. NIFT
holds a compe ve examina on for admission. Sapphire Academy, Dadar, Mumbai
gives coaching for the admission test. Write a le er in 120-150 words to the Director,
Sapphire Academy reques ng him to provide you with all the necessary informa on.
You are Karan / Kir , 48 Fort Apartments, Pune.
Ques on 5.
10 Marks
Teenagers o en feel confused. They face a lot of pressure from various quarters. Write
an ar cle in 120-150 words, on 'Stress the teenagers face', You are Ram / Rama.
OR
TV and Internet have reduced the charm of reading for children. Write an ar cle in 120150 words on the reasons for this lack of interest. Suggest measures to create a desire to
read among children right from a very young age. You are Manish/Manisha.
Ques on 6.
10 Marks
You have always been proud of being a ci zen of the country which shows love and care
for elders. However, now this value is found to be disappearing. Write a speech in 150200 words on 'Diﬃcul es faced by senior ci zens.'
OR
Write an ar cle in not more than 200 words on the topic “The Power Crisis and its
Impact” with regard to the frequent power break down and load shedding opera ons in
your city and many other ci es in India.

SECTION C – TEXT BOOK
Ques on 7.
Read the extract from the poem and answer the ques ons that follow:

(4 marks)

I saw my mother beside me,
doze, open mouthed, her face
ashen like that of a corpse and
realized with pain that she was
as old as she looked but soon
put that thought away,
(a) Name the poem.
(b) Where was the poet going?
(c) Which 'thought' did the poet 'put away'?
(d) What does the phrase, 'ashen like a corpse' mean?
OR
On sour cream walls, dona ons. Shakespeare's head,
Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all ci es.
Belled, ﬂowery, Tyrolese valley. Open – handed map
Awarding the world its world.
(a) Name the poem.
(b) What are the dona ons on the wall?
(c) What does the map award the world?
(d) Why does the poet men on 'Tyrolese Valley'?
Ques on 8. Answer any SIX of the following in about 30-40 words: 3x6 = 18 Marks
(a) How did Derry's handicap damage his life?
(b) How did the Maharaja overcome the diﬃculty created by a high-ranking
Bri sh Oﬃcer?
(c) What is the specialty of the Tyrolese valley?
(d) What does the poem, 'Keeping Quiet' teach us?
(e) What was the bulle n board news that caused a change in the school? (The
Last Lesson)
(f) Why was the YMCA pool considered safe to learn swimming?
(g) How are Sophie and Geoﬀ a contrast to each other despite being siblings?
(G) How did the travelers on the highways react to the roadside stand?
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Ques on 9.

5 Marks

What was the mood in the classroom when M. Hamel gave his last French lesson?
OR
Why did Gandhiji agree to the Bri sh Landlords' oﬀer of just 25% refund of the
compensa on to the farmers of Champaran?
Ques on 10.

10 Marks

Answer the following ques on in 125-150 words.
How does Jo want the story to end and why?
OR
What were Zitkala-Sa's experiences on her ﬁrst day in the land of apples?
Ques on 11.

8 Marks

Answer in a paragraph in about 100 words:
The bangle-makers of Ferozabad make beau ful bangles and make everyone happy
but they live and die in squalor. Elaborate.
OR
What did the invisible man want from Dr. Kemp? Was Kemp faithful to him?

END OF THE QUESTION PAPER

